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Volunteers, 

 

I must begin with a message of thanks to each of you for your 

commitment to KC CASH Coalitionõs mission. Thank you, for all 

that you do assisting our clients as they navigate the tax proc-

ess by providing quality, accurate and free tax service.   
 

For many low-income families, tax refunds and credits provide the largest amount 

of monetary aid they will receive in a year. The Earned Income Credit, available to 

working families with low-incomes, is the governmentõs largest anti-poverty pro-

gram.  Many of our clients require assistance to understand how to apply for and 

receive this aid.  Unfortunately, many for-profit tax preparation firms are eager to 

cut into taxpayersõ refunds and credits by charging hundreds of dollars to prepare 

simple tax forms and assessing high-interest fees on refund anticipation loans. 

KC CASH sites offer a free solution for families to obtain tax assistance and keep 

the money they earn. 
 

KC CASH tax sites depend upon a committed and diverse team of volunteers to 

help clients with everything from gathering paperwork to resolving complicated 

tax issues. Each new volunteer tax preparer completed at least 20 hours of train-

ing, while each returning volunteer completed at least 8 hours of training. This 

year, the program successfully recruited and trainedӞ 118 IRS-certified tax prepar-

ers.  
 

Our Via de Esperanza and Longview Community College locations were new VITA 

sites for the 2008 tax season.  They had 14 Volunteers and completed over 225 

Federal tax returns for clients.  
 

KC CASH VITA sites completed some 4,400 Federal tax returns totaling over $5.2  

million dollars in refunds back to our community.  These funds are more impor-

tant to our clients than ever this year, given the current economic climate. 
 

You are uniquely poised to serve as champions for the mission of KC CASH.  In 

your capacity as a volunteer, please take the opportunity to thank your fellow vol-

unteers for their support, past and present.  Encourage your friends and co-

workers to volunteer their time with you at your favorite VITA site.  
 

I share your concerns about the future and deeply appreciate your willingness to 

serve low-income individuals and families. 
 

Thank you again for supporting KC CASH. 
 

Sincerely, 

 

Mike Nield 
President 

KC CASH Coalition, Inc. 
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òWe ourselves feel that 

what we are doing is just 

a drop in the ocean...  

 

But the ocean would be 

less because of that 

missing drop.ó 

 

~Mother Teresa  
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Meet the New KC CASH Program Coordinator! 

A big WELCOME to Margaret (Maggie) Doedtman, the new program coordinator for the KC 

CASH Coalition, Inc.! 
 

Maggie, a self-confessed òtax geek,ó is an Enrolled Agent, which means she has a federal 

license to represent taxpayers before the IRS. She holds a Bachelorõs degree in Spanish 

from Quincy University and a Masterõs in Liberal Arts from Baker University.  
 

Maggie spent 21 years at H&R Block, both in the field preparing tax returns and at the corpo-

rate headquarters designing training materials and improving the software used in Blockõs 

tax offices. She also has taught tax classes to individuals at all levels of expertise and has 

written or been quoted in many articles about tax issues. 
 

While at Block, Maggie was a charter member of the Volunteer Action Committee, which spearheaded all of the companyõs 

volunteer efforts. She chaired the companyõs United Way committee for 2 years and its Day of Caring committee for more 

than 5 years. One of her proudest moments came in 2001 when the company gave her national recognition as one of its 

two outstanding volunteers for the year. 
 

Maggie has been married for 27 years to Vic, and the couple has 3 (more or less) grown children. Nick is a help-desk techni-

cian, Dan is a substitute teacher with aspirations of being a writer, and Maria starts law school in the fall. Maggie is also the 

oldest of 12 children and dotes on her three-year-old niece and namesake Maggie. Outside of work, Maggie is a die-hard 

Chicago Cubs fan. She is an avid reader and is currently knitting an afghan for Maria to take along when she leaves for law 

school. Maggie also loves to sing and is a member of two church choirs. 
 

Prior to accepting the role as program coordinator, Maggie served as the training director for KC CASH and plans to con-

tinue in that role.  Maggie can be reached at 816-559-4676 or via email: kansascitycash@yahoo.com. 

Mike Noack has been volunteering for KC CASH Coalition, Inc. for two years. He is currently volun-

teering as a tax preparer at Penn Valley Community College in Kansas City, MO.  
 

Before coming to Missouri Gas Energy (MGE) in 2000, Mike worked for local accounting firms spe-

cializing in public utility consulting. Currently he is the Director of Rates & Regulatory Affairs for MGE. 

Mike is a graduate of the University of Missouri ð Columbia and is a Certified Public Accountant 

(CPA). Mikeõs family is made up of his wife Riva, his teenage children Sean and Kerry, his dog 

Hobbes, and his cat Cricket. In his spare time he enjoys playing golf, attending sporting events, and 

reading for pleasure.  

                  ~ ~ An Interview with Mike ~  
 

How did you hear about KC CASH?  Rae Lewis, Carlotta Roberts and Shirley Bolden - mainstays of the organization- work right 

down the hall from me at MGE . 
 

Why did you decide to volunteer?  I have a background in taxes, being a CPA, and wanted to do my part in giving back to the 

community.  Both of my children have had high school requirements to complete community service hours and I could not think 

of a better example to set than volunteering for KC CASH without having a requirement to do so. 
 

Please describe your experience with KC CASH. It has been a very rewarding experience.  Most of the clients we prepare tax 

returns for have a unique but very challenging story.  For example, being able to help a single working mother with two children 

get a refund which will help her provide for her family is a very rewarding experience. 
  

Why would you recommend KCCASH as a rewarding volunteer experience?   You can really see a clientsõ spirits rise and their 

eyes light up when they find out they are getting a tax refund which will help provide for their family. 

 

Anything else you would like to add?  I would like to thank KC CASH for giving me this opportunity to volunteer in this fashion.  It 

can be hard work, especially after a normal work day, to prepare taxes at night but you certainly feel rewarded when you leave. 

KC CASH Volunteer Spotlight KC CASH Volunteer Spotlight :  :  Mike NoackMike Noack   

mailto:kansascitycash@yahoo.com
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EITC in the States 

So youõve heard of the federal EITC (Earned Income Tax Credit). But do you know that 

EITC exists at the state level?  
 

According to the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities, since 2006 twenty-four states (counting 

the District of Columbia) have enacted an EITC. State EITCs are based on the federal EITC, 

which a large body of evidence has shown to serve a number of important public policy goals.  
1 

States that enact EITCs can reduce poverty, cut taxes, increase the incentive to work for families 

struggling to make ends meet, and make state tax systems fairer. The development of more states 

incorporating their own EITC stems from continued child poverty and economic hardship, low 

wages and welfare reform, regressive tax systems, extensive evidence that EITCs encourage work 

and evidence that EITCs are used for asset-building expenditures. 
 

Information regarding the progress of EITC in Kansas and Missouri is listed below. For more information on state EITC visit www.cbpp.org. 

Obtained and paraphrased from Center on Budget and Policy Priorities, State Earned Income Tax Credits: 2008 Legislative Update, October 10, 2008. 

 

Kansas  
State EITC was enacted in Kansas in 1998 and calculated at 15% of the federal EITC; in 2007 the credit was expanded to 17% and this 
remains the current calculation (www.stateeitc.com). Only Kansas residents are eligible for the credit.   
 
Missouri  
The state EITC is currently being considered in Missouri. The Missouri Budget Project has been hitting this issue hard this year, with better 
reception than in previous years.  The current bills (two Senate, one House) seeking the credit are listed below:  
 
SB 105 (Justus) creates an earned income tax credit equal to 20% of the federal credit.  This bill has had a hearing but has not yet been referred out. 
 
SB 138 (Smith) creates an earned income tax credit equal to 5% of the federal credit and doubles each year until it hits 20% of the federal credit in 2014.  This 
bill has been referred to a committee but has not yet had a hearing. 
 
HB 951 (Oxford) creates an earned income tax credit equal to 20% of the federal credit.  This bill has been second read only; it has not been referred to a 
committee. 
 
While itôs possible a bill could pass, it will need legislative support at this point in the session. If you are interested in Missouri legislative is-
sues such as state EITC or other issues, visit the Missouri Budget Project at www.mobudget.org for current state legislative information.  

 

A More Equitable Tax Code through the ñStimulus Billò 
 

Via the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 vulnerable families and unemployed workers will 

receive assistance through a strengthened social safety net, which includes expanded healthcare coverage 

for unemployed workers, nutrition assistance, and a more equitable tax code.  

 

In 2009-2010 the Making Work Pay Tax Credit will provide a $400 tax credit for working individuals and $800 

for married couples filing jointly that qualify. This will affect approximately 129 million working households in 

the U.S. and will cut taxes for the families of millions of children through an expansion of the Child Tax Credit. 

This tax credit will be calculated at a rate of 6.2% of earned income and will phase out for taxpayers with 

modified adjusted gross incomes more than $75,000 (individuals) and $150,000 (married filing jointly.) For 

those receiving a paycheck subject to withholding, the credit will typically be handled by employers through 

automated withholding changes made early 2009. This may result in an increase in the amount of take-home 

pay; the credit will be reported on 2009 income tax returns. Taxpayers without employer tax withholding can claim the credit on their 

2009 return. For more information on the tax credit visit: www.irs.gov/newsroom/article/0,,id=204447,00.html.  
 

 

The Act also provides information so that citizens can track where tax dollars are being spent nationally and in their home state. For 

more information, visit: 

Federal:  www.recovery.gov 

Missouri: http://transform.mo.gov 

Kansas: www.governor.ks.gov/recovery 

Tax Talk: More Help for Lower-Income Families 

   

http://www.cbpp.org/cms/index.cfm?fa=view&id=462
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  KC CASH Coalition, Inc. Meetings  

3637 Broadway St., KCMO at 3:00 p.m. 

May 19 

July 21 

September 15 

 

Board of Directors Meetings  

101 W. Linwood Blvd., KCMO at 1:30 p.m. 

May 12 

June 9 

July 14 

August 11 

September 8 

 

         Summer Edition of Volunteer Voice 
    September 

 

 

Mark 

Your 

Calendars! 

 
KC CASH Coalition Inc.  
c/o UMB Bank  
Attn: Mike Nield  
1010 Grand Blvd, Mail stop 1020406 
Kansas City, MO 64106 

 
Website: www.kccash.org 
Email: kansascitycash@yahoo.com 

A Poem Dedicated  

To Our Wonderful Volunteers:  

~ Like Ripples in a Pond ~ 
 

We thank you for all 

the great things you do. 
 

Large and small, 

they all have meaning 

to the families you help and to us. 
 

One act can 

make all the difference. 
 

Like ripples in a pond ­ 

kindness spreads outward, 

reaching and touching others 

and can change a life forever. 
 

The smiling faces we see say it allé 

Thank youéyou are our stars! 

  -Laurie Eytel 

One day an elephant saw a hummingbird lying on its back with its tiny feet up in the air. "What 

are you dong?" asked the elephant. The hummingbird replied, "I heard that the sky might fall 

today, and so I am ready to help hold it up, should it fall." The elephant laughed cruelly.  

"Do you really think," he said, "that those tiny feet could help hold up the sky?"  

The hummingbird kept his feet up in the air, intent on his purpose, as he replied, "Not alone. 

But each must do what he can. And this is what I can do."    -Chinese Parable  


